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SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

# 

VIA BUNKER CHANNEL 

« 

TO* AMBASSADOR BUNKER FLASH 

FROM* HENRY A* KISSINGER 

* 

WH29862 * 


1. THANK YOU FOR YOUR REPORTING CABLES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
EXTREMELY HELPFUL. 

2* WE MET WITH THE DRV FOR 3 1/2 HOURS THIS AFTERNOON. 

*1 OPENED BY STRESSING THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CRITICAL POINT 
AT WHICH WE STOOD, AND THEN OFFERED TWO CONCESSIONS. I 
ACCEPTED A MODIFIED VERSION, PROPOSED BY THEM, OF THE OLD 
ARTICLE 1, TO THE EFFECT THAT "THE U.S. AND ALL COUNTRIES 
RESPECT THE INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREEIGNTY, UNITY, ETC. OF VIETNAM 
(THIS LANGUAGE REPRESENTS SOME IMPROVEMENT OVER THE ORIGINAL 
LANGUAGE BY NO LONGER SINGLING OUT THE U.S. FOR SPECIAL 
OPPROBRIUM.) IN CONJUNCTION WITH ACCEPTING THIS, HOWEVER, 

I INSISTED — FOR BARGAINING PURPOSES — ON THE DELETION OF 

* 

ARTICLE 4. SECONDLY I ACCEPTED THEIR PROPOSED LANGUAGE THAT 

DEMOBILIZATION SHOULD BE AGREED TO BETWEEN THE TWO SOUTH 

* 

VIETNAMESE PARTIES "AS SOON AS POSSIBLE." (THE GVN IN FACT 
PREFERS THIS OVER THE 90-DAY TIME FRAME WE WERE 


PREVIOUSLY ASKING. 
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3. LE DUC THO THEN LAUNCHED INTO A LENGTHY STATEMENT. 

HE*DEMANDED THE RETENTION OF ARTICLE 4 AND AGAIN DEMANDED THE 

WITHDRAWAL OF ALL U.S. CIVILIAN MILITARY TECHNICIANS ASSISTING 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY SERVICES. HE AGAIN REOPENED THE ISSUE 

« 

4 

* m • 

a 

OF CIVILIAN DETAINEES IN SOUTH VIETNAM. HE OFFERED A NEW 
FORMULATION PROPOSING THAT NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM DISCUSS THE 


REGULATIONS FOR MOVEMENT ACROSS THE DMZ , WHICH STILL WOULD HAVE 

THE PRACTICAL EFFECT OF CALLING THE EXISTENCE OF THE DM2 INTO 
QUESTION. 

« 

At I REPLIED VERY SHARPLY THAT THESE ISSUES HE KEPT 
RAISING WERE UNACCEPTABLE. I SAID AGAIN THAT WE WERE AT A 
CRITICAL POINT AND WOULD SOON FIND OUT WHETHER A SETTLEMENT 
WAS POSSIBLE. I POINTED OUT THAT THE ISSUES WE WERE RAISING 
WERE IN THEIR OWN INTEREST : ONLY IF THESE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 
WERE MET COULD THE PRESIDENT IN GOOD CONSCIENCE UNDERTAKE THE 
VERY DIFFICULT EFFORT WHICH WOULD THEN BE REQUIRED TO IMPLEMENT 
THE AGREEMENT. THE DRV SIDE WAS POCKETING CONCESSIONS WE 

HAD MADE BUT WAS NOT HELPING US AT ALL TO SOLVE THE BASIC 
HtOBLEM. < ‘ 
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5. DURING A BRIEF BREAK LE DUC THO TOOK ME ASIDE AND 

♦ 

SUGGESTED THAT IF WE COULD START THE NEXT PHASE OF THE MEETING 

WITH A CONCESSION HE WOULD MAKE A BIG CONCESSION. I THEREUPON 

AT THE MEETING OFFERED TO DROP OUR DEMAND FOR THE DELETION OF 

* 

ARTICLE 4, AND IN RETURN HE DROPPED THE DEMAND THAI*’ A RESTRICTION 

AMMERICAN CIVILIAN MILITARY TECHNICIANS BE WRITTEN IN THE 

AGREEMENT. (THEY WOULD STILL LIKE AN UNDERSTANDING ON THIS ISSUE..) 

WE THEN SETTLED THE OTHER REMAINING ISSUES IN THE TEXT, EXCEPT 
FDR THE DMZ. 

6* ON THE DMZ HE STATED WITH SOME CONVICTION THAT ON THE 
JEW LANGUAGE HE HAD AGREED TO IN NOVEMBER C NORTH AND SOUTH 
VIETNAM SHALL RESPECT THE DMZ") , HE HAD BEEN OVERRULED BY HANOI. 

I SUSPECT THIS MAY BE TRUE. I INTEND TO HOLD FIRM ON THIS. 

7. OUR EXPERTS WILL MEET ON SUNDAY TO COMPARE THE TEXTS 
AS THEY NOW STAND. ON MONDAY WE WILL RESUME WITH LE DUC THO. 

8. I MET FOR A HALF HOUR WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE THIS 

EVENING TO REVIEW THE STATE OF FLAY. IN DISCUSSING THE [f 

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS, I SOUGHT SOME INFORMAL ADVICE FROM THEM 
ON VARIOUS POSSIBLE FORMULATIONS ON MOVEMENT ACROSS THE DMZ. 

THEY HAD GIVEN ME EARLIER A MEMORANDUM GIVING THE PALACE’S 
HARD-LINE POSITION ON ALL THE MAJOR POLITICAL AND MILITARY 
ISSUES. I EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT ALL WE HEARD FROM 





Declassified 

Photocopy from Gerald R. Ford Library • 





* . 

♦ 

* 


t 

« 

* 

• * 

; 4 4 

SAIGON WAS THEIR MAXIMUM DEMANDS, AND THAT NO CONCESSION WE 
HAD OBTAINED (SUCH AS DELETION OF "ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE") 

SEEMED TO MAKE ANY IMPRESSION* I REPEATED THAT I HAD SPENT THE 

# 

OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF MY HOURS WITH LE DUC THO IN PRESENTING 
AND PUSHING FOR THEIR DEMANDS, BUT THEY HAD TO FACE THE REALITY 
THAT WE COULD NOT GET ALL THAT WE WANTED* WE WERE RISKING 
COLLAPSE OF THE AGREEMENT, WITH CONGRESS BREATHING DOWN OUR 
NECKS, ALL OUT OF LOYAL IT Y TO THEM. IF THE TALKS FAILED, WE 
COULD NOT PREVENT THE BLAME FROM FALLING ON THEM NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH WE WOULD TRY* 



9. YOU SHOULD NOT GO INTO ANY DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE POINTS 

* 

YET WITH THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

10. FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY ( NOT TO TELL THEIU AT THIS 
POINT): IF WE REACH AGREEMENT HERE, WHICH MAY HAPPEN AS EARLY 
AS TUESDAY, THE PRESIDENT WILL SEND THE VICE PRESIDENT AND 
GENERAL HAIG IMMEDIATELY TO SAIGON FROM WASHINGTON TO MAKE THE 
FINAL PITCH TO THIEU. 

11. WITH REGARD TO THIEU’S PLANNED SPEECH FOR NEXT 
WEEK, THE PRESIDENT ASKS THAT YOU REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT WITH 
THIEU AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE POINT STRONGLY 
TO HIM THAT ANY FURTHER PUBLIC AIRING OF CONFLICTING NEGOTIATING 




. yvA ^ Declassified 

• — Photocopy from Gerald R. Ford library 



f 



POSITIONS AT THIS DELICATE STAGE CAN ONLY COMPOUND THE COMPLICATED 
SITUATION HE AND WE ARE IN. HE CANNOT AFFORD TO SEEM TO BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COLLAPSE OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

• • 

12. WARM REGARDS. 

m 

EM) MESSAGE * 
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